Meeting Minutes

Nisqually River Council

June 20, 2008
Ashford Firehall
Attendees: 

Council Members

Bob Burkle – WDFW
Cindy James – Ecology
David Hymel – CAC
Fred Michelson – CAC
Brad Murphy – Ecology
Steve Pruitt – CAC

Chris Schutz – Pierce County
Robert Smith – CAC
Mark Swartout – Thurston County

Guests
Rob Carson – Tacoma News Tribune

Paul Crosseto – Ashford Resident
Jeanette Dorner – Nisqually Tribe
Natalie Duncan – Partnership for Water Conservation

Mary Foster – CAC

Stuart Helzer – CAC
Dean Koepfler – Tacoma News Tribune

Janine Redmond – Pierce County
Judy Scavone – Ashford Resident A. Marjorie Smith – CAC

Janel Spaulding – Chehalis Basin Partnership
Corine Tobeck – Lewis County

Fred Tobeck – Lewis County Resident

Staff
Justin Hall – NRC
Joe Kane – NLT

Sheila Wilson – NREP  
1. Call to Order, Approval of Minutes and Agenda – The meeting was called to order at 9:05.   The May minutes were approved. (Chris Schutz motion, Mark Swartout second).  The May agenda was approved unanimously.
2. Visitor Introductions, CAC, Chair, Staff report, Council Elections – Janel Spaulding is the new staff for the Chehalis Basin Partnership. The CAC report was presented by David Hymel.  The CAC had a presentation on the Nisqually CMZ they also had a discussion on mixing zones in Puget Sound. Steve Pruitt presented the Chair’s report.  The NRC started helping the Ashford community come together to find a common voice and things have changed remarkably since then.  Events in the community have included the flooding in the park, the community center and park, park planning, and the CMZ.  Phase 1 construction will begin in July and will hopefully be finished in twelve months. The Nisqually-Mashel State Park is the only park that will be able to be opened by the centennial in 2013.  The State Parks Commission has put $1.2 million in their budget to advance the planning and begin construction.  Justin Hall presented the staff report.  Met with Skokomish, looking for funding for a Earth Economics study on the Nisqually Watershed.
3. Allied Programs – 
· Nisqually Land Trust – Closed on Elkhaven from the Crossettos.  They have purchased a total of 50 acres that adjoins the Pope property.  The Auction despite early concerns turned out to be incredibly successful, breaking all records.  Just sent a job announcement for a part time position for land stewardship.  They also have a log cabin for sale on the Nisqually River.  Will be looking to add a full time conservation lead for the upper Nisqually prior to the end of the year.
· Nisqually River Interpretative Center Foundation – We are in the process of setting up a meeting of interested academicians from an environmental consortium of south sound colleges/universities to discuss their possible role in the interpretative center project. Continuing to work with Congressman Adam Smith's office on federal funding possibilities.  Same with state legislators.  Exploring involvement of Pierce County Parks and the county's watershed operation office (Dan Wrye).  Also, continuing to be involved in discussions concerning the acquisition of the 250 acre Manke parcel adjacent to Miles Sand and Gravel.
· Nisqually River Education Project – The Summer Teacher Institute is coming up next week with a theme of Forests of our Watershed.  They have been helping with the Rain Gardens at Yelm High School and Columbia Crest Elementary.  Have been working on grants for salmon carcass tossing and new efforts at the Braget Marsh.
· Nisqually Stream Stewards – The Stream Stewards class is ongoing.  It is being held every Wednesday evening for and four Saturday field trips.
· Nisqually River Foundation – Working on grants for the NREP and getting ready to put the job announcement out for the Council staff.
4. Pierce County Invasives and Lake Management – Janine Redmond – Pierce County has been working on the Nisqually Basin Plan.  Both invasive and lake management have become issues but there has not been a single point of management for lakes.  They are currently developing a maintenance manual and putting together a program for invasives.  The Surface Water Management division manages over 3,000 acres including Stormwater facilities, levees, mitigation sites, floodplain and habitat restoration and preservation areas.  They had a consultant review a representative sample of their properties.  The inventory assess the species present, the area, the connection to other water bodies, adjacent land uses etc.  A database was created which lets maintenance folks provide reports as they visit the sites.  In the lakes management portion is currently looking at how to incorporate a lakes management plan into their current work.  Their hope is to create two programs, one for invasive species and one for lake management.  This is just in the development phase.  They will be looking to obtain input from stakeholders regarding the proposed programs.
5. Department of Interior Projects – Mary Mahaffy – The Department of the Interior has selected the Nisqually as a pilot area for assisting in projects however, the presenter was unable to attend this meeting.  She may attend a future meeting.

6. Nisqually Rain Gardens – David Hymel – The Nisqually Rain Garden Challenge has been going very successfully.  The program is funded through a grant received by the Nisqually River Foundation.  The goal is to install 10 rain garden “cells”.  A cell is ?.  There have been several partners on this project including WSU Pierce County, Erica Guttman.  They have installed 5 cells so far.  The two areas are at Yelm High School and Columbia Crest Elementary.  First they put on 6 training sessions, three in the Nisqually Watershed and 3 in the Olympia area.  They helped landowners design their own rain gardens.  They then held classes at the two installed areas.  At the Yelm High School is took two days to excavate and about 8 work days with up to 8 people.  The plants used are separated into zones of plants that can get their feet wet and all plants that are drought tolerant.  The most recent installation was at Columbia Crest Elementary School.  All of the students helped with the installation. It took two days to excavate the site.  The excavator time was donated by a local resident.  They used compost amended soil (60% compost and 40% native soil).  It was hand mixed.  They are treating about 4300 square feet of roof runoff from three downspouts.  The students helped mix soil and in planting.  The project took about two weeks.  The rain garden was dedicated last Tuesday.  They have five more to build, they are looking at Mt. Rainier, Pack Forest, Northwest Trek, Nisqually Middle School and the Eatonville library.
7. Work Plan Review – Justin Hall – We are working on a progressive review of the NWSP.  This month we looked at the topics of terrestrial habitat, and wildlife.  The chart is available from staff.
8. Final Notes and Comments:

· Steve Pruitt presented a support letter for the Ashford Park and Community Center for approval by the Council.  Motion by Fred Michelson second by Robert Smith.  The motion passed unanimously.

· Fred attended a 5 hour training course on surveying beached for invasive plants and shellfish.
· The NNWR is working very hard on their restoration and they hope to begin construction in the next couple of weeks.  The first Phase is to build the internal dikes this year and the second phase will be to remove the outer dikes next year.
· The Ohop Phase 1 restoration has been delayed one year.

· Train to Trek – A pilot program to get people from Tacoma out to Northwest Trek.  Freighthouse square to Eatonville and then bus to Northwest Trek (2.5 hours).  They plan to have 4 runs this summer.  Look on the Northwest Trek’s website.
· Mt. Rainier Transportation Study – They are looking at following up on the local transportation part of the study with local run buses from Tacoma to Ashford to Mineral to Olympia to the Mountain.  Working with Lewis Mountain Transit to build the infrastructure.
· Mary Foster gave a quick update on the Nisqually CMZ local committee.  They have been digger deeper and are beginning to understand how complex the issue is and also the changes that have happened due to the 2006 flood.  They are looking for an integrated approach, not just he County but also Mt. Rainier National Park as well as state and federal entities such as DOT.

· Happy Birthday to Fred, he will be 75 on Tuesday. significant milestone.
The meeting adjourned at 11:50.
