Meeting Minutes

Nisqually River Council

July 18, 2008
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
Attendees: 

Council Members

Ron Averill – Lewis County 

Bryan Bowden – Mt. Rainier NP
Pat Fetterly – Yelm City County
David Hymel – CAC
Fred Michelson – CAC
Brad Murphy – Ecology
Diane Oberquell – Thurston County
Steve Pruitt – CAC

Chris Schutz – Pierce County
Robert Smith – CAC
Mark Swartout – Thurston County

Jean Takekawa – NNWR
David Troutt – Nisqually Indian Tribe
Kathy Whalen – Thurston CD

Guests
Jeanette Dorner – Nisqually Tribe
Roy Huberd – Pierce County
Dean Koepfler – TNT

Don Perry – Nisqually Tribe
Staff
Justin Hall – NRC
Joe Kane – NLT

1. Call to Order, Approval of Minutes and Agenda – The meeting was called to order at 9:05.   The May minutes were approved. (Ron Averill motion, Chris Schutz second).  The July agenda was approved unanimously.
2. Visitor Introductions, CAC, Chair, Staff report, Council Elections – The CAC did not meet. David Troutt presented the Chair’s report.  David has been pursuing funding for an economic analysis of the Nisqually watershed by Earth Economics.  Justin Hall presented the staff report.  Primarily staff has been working on billings related to the end of the fiscal year.  The ILARIS presentation has been postponed due to personal issues for the presenter.  Lastly, Dennis Carlson has taken a new position with the DNR and so we will need a new vice-chair.
3. Allied Programs – 
· Nisqually Land Trust –  The Land Trust has three new board members.  Kathy Butler, Linda Hoffman, Mary Foster have all joined the board. Dana Botka has left the board after three years. The NLT will be receiving a CLC award.  Float trips tomorrow and another a week from Sunday.
· Nisqually River Interpretative Center Foundation – Report next month.
· Nisqually River Education Project – No report this month.
· Nisqually Stream Stewards – The Stream Stewards will be graduating tomorrow.  Several students are from the mid watershed this year.  There are 18 graduates.
· Nisqually River Foundation – Finishing up billings and reports from the previous fiscal year.
4. SRFB Project Approval and SRFB Update – Jeanette Dorner – The allocation of SRFB money was much different this year and the amount was greatly reduced.  This means that only one project has been put forward this year (of six initial inquiries).  The Nisqually Land Trust proposal is for acquisition of critical riparian properties in Box Car Canyon and at the Little Mashel Confluence.  The details of the project was discussed.  A motion to approve the project was made by Chris Schutz and seconded by Fred Michelson.  The motion was passed unanimously.
The federal and state budget processes that include SRFB funding are ongoing and both process have significantly less funding.  Federal use to be $90 million, was $60 million was last year and proposed this year by the President is $30 million.  This funding pays for the projects and the lead entity process. At the last SRFB meeting there was a lively discussion on what to request.  They have requested $40 million the last two years and received $18 million.  This year they are requesting $24 million.  The identified need is $197 million for implementing all the salmon recovery plans in the state.  Jeanette will bring a list of potential projects for the next funding cycle of the Puget Sound Partnership to the Council in September providing that the PSP will allow a late delivery of the list (It is due on the 15th).  Lastly there is some concern that the Lead Entity process is requiring more from the Lead entities with less funding.  The Council will draft a letter in support of these program and circulate it to staff.  A motion was made by Fred Michelson, seconded by Ron Averill and it passed unanimously.  
5. Recommendations from the Watershed Protection and Restoration Coordination Meeting – Jeanette Dorner – This is the results of our meeting on how we can be more coordinated as we work on water quality and habitat issues.  Each watershed in the state received this funding and we used it to look at our current process and see where would could improve.  The final report is due and so Jeanette wanted to go over the recommendations one more time.  The Council reviewed this at their retreat and passed a motion in support of creating a technical committee that would help with this coordination and that funding be sought to staff this effort.  We will circulate the recommendations and ask for comments over the next week.
6. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge Project Update – Jean Takekawa – The restoration project is finally beginning!  The first machines were delivered today and they will start moving dirt next week.  They are getting ready to restore 700+ acres.  Originally the estuary was intact and functioning.  In the late 1800’s 1,000 acres were diked and drained to be used for pasture.  The refuge was established in 1974 and the 1000 acres was maintained for bird habitat however, the quality of the habitat has declined.  Including reed canary and other invasive species.  Damage to the dike has occurred from flooding and the Nisqually earthquake.  They did a study on how the tide would work with different options for removing or breaching the dikes.  The best option was to remove the entire dike and create an inner dike.  They spent 8 years developing their management plan.  The refuge is managed for wildlife above all else.  They will be restoring 762 acres which will increase South Sound salt marsh area by 50%.  GET FROM PRESENTATION Total cost will be $12 million ($10 million for restoration and $2 million for the boardwalk.  Funding has come from the NNWR budget, the Nisqually and surrounding watershed SRFB processes. (WRIA 10/12,13,14,15,)  Construction will be over the next three years.  David spoke about how this process has happened and how the leadership of Jean has been very important.
7. Work Plan Review – Justin Hall – We are working on a progressive review of the NWSP.  This month we looked at the topics of aquatic habitat, fisheries, and shellfish.  The chart is available from staff.
8. Final Notes and Comments:
· On Thursday August the 21st there will be a training on pervious pavement in Eatonville.  If it works out well there will be further trainings in the watershed.
· Roy Huberd provided a quick update on the Nisqually Basin Plan.  They have a $37 million dollar plan, $2 million in the bank and they collect about $250,000 a year.  The plan has been through the Planning Commission and they have received many comments.  There will be a public hearing on August 25th for the County Council subcommittee and then will go to the County Council for approval.  Hans Hunger from Pierce County should come and present.

The meeting adjourned at 11:55.
