Meeting Minutes

Nisqually River Council

August 15, 2008
Yelm School District Office
Attendees: 

Council Members

Ron Averill – Lewis County 

Bob Burkle – WDFW
Bryan Bowden – Mt. Rainier NP
David Hymel – CAC
Diane Oberquell – Thurston County
Steve Pruitt – CAC

Chris Schutz – Pierce County
Mark Thibo – DNR
David Troutt – Nisqually Indian Tribe
Rick Bertoia – CAC
Guests
Lois Baker – Yelm Schools

Savannah Burkle – Citizen
Rachel Burkle – Citizen
Sharon Gustafson – Citizen
Amy Gray – Ball State
Michelle Andrews – DoE
Roy Carlsen – Yelm Teacher
Tris Carlson – Thurston Shellfish District
Jeanine Prud’Homme – Citizen
Stuart Helzer – CAC
Steve Ruff – Miles S&G
Jon Halvorson – Citizen
Kris Phelps – Nisqually Indian Tribe
Staff
Justin Hall – NRC
Sheila Edgerton – NREP

Joe Kane – NLT

1. Call to Order, Approval of Minutes and Agenda – The meeting was called to order at 9:05.   The July minutes were approved. (Bryan Bowden motion, Diane Oberquell second).  The August agenda was approved unanimously.
2. Visitor Introductions, CAC, Chair, Staff report, Council Elections – David Hymel presented the CAC report.  Natalie Duncan updated the CAC on water conservation.  They talked about zero waste and then had an update on the CMZ process in the Ashford area.  The Council will be updated as the process moves forward.  There is an upcoming meeting around the reconstruction of the railroad bridge near Ashford.  Stuart Helzer mentioned that the federal government is out in Puget Sound doing research, are we connected to that at all.  May be a part of the investigation of low oxygen conditions.  David Troutt presented the Chair’s report.  David with JT Wilcox gave a presentation to the Ruckelshaus Center on agricultural issues in the Nisqually.  David also met with Ashford on the CMZ issue.  He has committed the Council to help keep open lines of communications. David has found out that the funding is in place to work with Earth Economics on valuing the ecosystem services provided by the Nisqually.  Lastly, David met with Norm and David Dicks to line up the final piece of funding for the estuary restoration project.  Justin Hall presented the staff report.  Justin travelled to Portland to meet with the Willamette Partnership and discuss water quality credit trading.  The Nisqually River Foundation met and is working on putting together a function to show off the work of the Council.  They are also finalizing a contract with a web designer to redo the NRC webpages and create Nisqually River Foundation webpages. The first news article in the TNT has come out and is a great spread about the Nisqually.  Frontline will be coming to do some interviews for a special on America’s great estuaries.  The watershed festival is upcoming on September 27th.  Lastly, we received 55 applications for the Council staff position.  The nominating committee has put forward Ron Averill as the vice chair to fill Dennis Carlson’s position.  He was elected unanimously.
3. Allied Programs – 
· Nisqually Land Trust – Annual membership meeting is September 28th..
· Nisqually River Interpretative Center Foundation – No report.
· Nisqually River Education Project – Summer is a quite time for the NREP thought we have been working on grants for next year.  Roy Carlsen award.  From the very inception of the Nisqually River Education Project, Roy Carlsen has been there.  Back in the early 90’s, Roy was a teacher at McKenna Elementary school.  When the word went out that teachers were wanted for an incipient student water quality monitoring program based on the GREEN Project out of the University of Michigan (Global River Environmental Education Network), Roy was right there saying “count me in”.

Consequently, Roy, along with a good number of other teachers from the Yelm School District including Debra Wood and Jane Poole, attended the first training session on the use of LaMotte and Hach test kits.  On a beautiful September Saturday morning at Tumwater Falls Park we all plunged into the art and science of water quality testing quality control and quality assurance.  

In October of 1992, Roy saddled up his class of 5th graders and marched them to the mainstem at the railroad trestle for the first time.  Now if any of you are familiar with this site, the Nisqually can be wide and swift, especially after times of heavy rain.  While Roy undoubtedly wanted to get rid of a few kids who graced his classroom over the years, fortunately, he never lost a single one, downstream!

Even after moving to Mill Pond for its inaugural year, Roy retained the mainstem at McKenna as his monitoring site.  So for twice a year, fall and early spring, from October of 1992 until his last day of monitoring in early March of 2008, Roy took students out to the river for a hands on science experience testing the rivers waters.  He never missed a single monitoring day; rain or shine! Thus, he is responsible for training and teaching some 500 kids the importance of keeping the Nisqually and its watershed healthy.

And this is to say nothing of the myriad of other watershed education activities Roy engaged himself and his students in:  Yearly field trips up to Mt. Rainer and the Nisqually vista trail so kids could see where the river begins.  Pulling reed canary grass by hand out of Yelm Creek (OK, we tried!) Macroinvertebrate monitoring on Harry Peterson’s place. Every GREEN Congress since its inception.  He even took Yelm kids to the national GREEN Congress back in Pennsylvania back in about 1996! He has tossed hundreds of Chinook carcasses with kids in just about every trib that gets tossed.  I have no idea of how many trees his kids have planted, from the Ohop to the Bragett salt marsh project.  Probably in the thousands!  And all of this was done as a part of Roy’s deep commitment to hands-on experiential education opportunities for kids; in addition to and on top of the usual classroom/seat-time requirements in the classroom.

In short, Roy availed himself of every single watershed education opportunity that NREP has ever been able to offer teachers throughout the years.  In doing so, he helped protect and enhance the river we all cherish while enriching the minds and lives of so many students.  In short, if there ever was a “Master Watershed Educator” then Roy Carlsen is such.  Congrats Roy on a well earned retirement and many thanks for your service and involvement to NREP over these many years.  Sincerely, Chris Maun (past program coordinator)

· Nisqually Stream Stewards –.The Stream Stewards were involved in the creation of a 600 sq. ft. rain garden at the entrance to Pack Forest, on Saturday, August 9.  Stream Stewards and volunteers began work on the rain garden at 9am, and completed the construction and installation of native trees and shrubs in the rain garden by 3:30pm.  Volunteers drove to the event from throughout the watershed, as well as from other places such as Puyallup, Tacoma, and Graham!  Nisqually Stream Stewards have “adopted” this rain garden, and will monitor its condition, caring for it as needs arise in the future.
· Nisqually River Foundation – Quarterly financial reports are available from staff.  Waiting to here on an NREP grant.
4. Beyond Waste – Michelle Andrews – This is the states work to combat excess waste from the state.  4 years into the process.  Beyond Waste is the statewide plan for eliminating most solid and hazardous wastes in 30 years including closed-loop recycling, minimize the use of toxic substances, and properly managing the wastes that remain.  There are problems with and misconceptions about the current waste management system.  People tend to think that existing laws and regulations protect us fully from toxic chemicals; that products on store shelves are safe; that landfills and recycling are sufficient to manage waste; and that eliminating wastes and toxics would be bad for the economy when in fact the reverse is true.  We view waste as normal, but there is no waste in nature.  IN nature waste equals food.  Waste is actually a sign of inefficiency – of wasted resources.  WE need to eliminate most waste and toxic substances.  This will contribute to environmental, economic, and social vitality.  The 30 year vision for Beyond Waste is that: We can transition to a society where wastes are viewed as inefficient and where most wastes and toxic substances have been eliminated.  The reason Ecology decided on a 30 year plan is because there are studies and reports that convinced us that is how long it will take.  The initiatives of Beyond Waste include: Moving beyond waste with industries, reducing small volume hazardous materials and waste, increasing recycling for organic materials, making green building practices mainstream and measuring progress towards beyond waste.  The key principles are to create incentives and remove barriers.  There are economic benefits to not throwing away money.  With a focus on waste prevention and better design of products.  The government can be a leader through their purchasing practices.  Details of the initiatives are available from staff.
5. Eatonville Areas Trails Plan – Bryan Bowden – The Eatonville Regional Trail Plan process started in 2006 when Eatonville was given a grant to do planning with the Park Services assistance.  The town of Eatonville has approximately 2,300 residents and was incorporated in 1909.  The planning process includes vision and goals, natural and cultural resources, design concepts, management and operations, interpretation and education, trailmaps and descriptions.  There is public involvement component to the plan.  The advisory group includes the Eatonville mayor, the town planner, the park board and planning commission, the Tacoma/Pierce Health Department, the South Pierce County Historical Society, Pack Forestm the owner of Eatonville Outdoors, a retired National Park Service naturalist, and the Tacoma Wheelman.  The goals are to provide educational/interpretative opportunities, encourage stewardship and conservation, facilitate accessibility and connectivity, promote and ensure safety, and emphasize aesthetics and function.  So far they have mapped the existing infrastructure and created a draft plan.  The next steps are to share the draft with the public.  Have a public review comment period.  Produce the final plan, formally adopt the plan and then begin implementation.  Implementation will include forming a “Friends of the Trail” group.  Require trail development in permitting process for new development.  Develop map/guide to regional trail system. Open sections of trail where possible.  Apply for grants and design, engineering, permitting, partnerships
6. Geoduck Update – Kris Phelps – The geoduck (pronounced /'guː.iː.dʌk/ i.e. "gooey duck"),[1] Panopea abrupta or Panope generosa, is a species of large saltwater clam, also known as the king clam or elephant trunk clam.  The name is derived from a Nisqually word meaning "dig deep", and its phonemically counterintuitive spelling is likely the result of poor transcription. Alternate spellings include gweduc, gweduck and goiduck. Largest burrowing clam can be up to 4 feet in the ground.  Free spawners create larvae that drift in the water column and eventually (a couple weeks) settle and immediately bury themselves into the substrate.  Exponential growth for the first 5 to 8 years.  No population anywhere like there is in Puget Sound.  Native to the Pacific Coast of the United States and Canada (primarily Washington, British Columbia, and Southeast Alaska), it is the largest burrowing clam in the world, weighing in at an average of one to three pounds (0.5 - 1.5 kg) at maturity, but specimens weighing over 15 pounds (7.5 kg) and as much as 2 meters (6 ft) in length are not unheard of.  It has a life expectancy of about 146 years, with the oldest recorded at over 160 years. This makes the Geoduck one of the longest-living organisms in the Animal Kingdom. Scientists speculate that the geoduck's longevity is the result of low wear and tear. A geoduck sucks plankton down through its long siphon, filters them for food and ejects its refuse out through a separate hole in the siphon. Adult geoducks have few natural predators, which may also contribute to their longevity. In Alaska, sea otters and dogfish have proved capable of dislodging geoducks; starfish also attack and feed on the exposed geoduck siphon.  Geoducks are broadcast spawners. A female geoduck produces about 5 billion eggs in her century-long lifespan—in comparison, a human female produces about 500 viable ova during the course of her life. It is possible that this fact, in conjunction with the profoundly phallic shape of the siphon, has led to the belief that the shellfish has aphrodisiac properties.  Laboratory experiments indicate that geoduck embryos prefer cold water and cannot tolerate salinities found in the open ocean.  Surveying for geoduck are conducted by divers who count geoduck “shows” on the seafloor.  The amount of geoduck on a tract is determined as a product of the mean biomass per unit area and the total tract area.  The geoduck fishery is co-managed between the state (WDFW/WDNR) and the tribes.  The total South Sound biomass is approximately 75 million pounds.  It is harvested at an annual 2.7% harvest rate with a 50/50 sharing allocation between the states and the tribe.  Usual and accustomed fishing areas determine the individual tribal allocation.  Geoduck is harvested commercially through hard hat divers employing a “stinger” which liquefies the bottom substrate and allows the geoduck to be hand lifted out.  Currently as lot of work is going into geoduck aquaculture, however there are issues surrounding leasing agreements, conflicts of use and research on the interaction between aquaculture and the native environment.  Most geoduck is sent to the Asian market where it is sold for consumption.
7. Work Plan Review – Justin Hall – We are working on a progressive review of the NWSP.  This month we looked at the topics of the Nisqually Pledge, and Sustainability Certification.
8. Final Notes and Comments:
· The Rain Garden challenge has completed 6 of the 10 cells that they are putting in.  There are rain gardens at Yelm High School, Columbia Crest Elementary, and UW Pack Forest.
· There is an upcoming pervious pavement workshop in Eatonville.

The meeting adjourned at 11:55.
