Meeting Minutes

Nisqually River Council

September 19, 2008
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
Attendees: 

Council Members

Ron Averill – Lewis County 

Bob Burkle – WDFW
Bryan Bowden – Mt. Rainier NP
Roy Huberd – Pierce County Water
David Hymel – CAC
Cindy James – Dept of Ecology
Fred Michelson – CAC
Brad Murphy – Dept of Ecology
Diane Oberquell – Thurston County
Mark Swartout – Thurston County
Jean Takekawa – Nisqually NWR
David Troutt – Nisqually Indian Tribe
Debbie Young – Tacoma Power

Tom Smallwood – Mayor of Eatonville

Kathy Whalen – Thurston CD

Guests

Jeanette Dorner – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Becky Abbey – Stewardship Partners

Natalie Duncan – Partnership for Water Conservation

Louise Wackerle – CAC

Don Perry – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Jennifer Cutler – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Jeanette Dorner – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Maria Gargiulo – Michi Pictures

LuLu Gargiulo – Michi Pictures

George Walter – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Staff
Justin Hall – NRC

Joe Kane – NLT

Kayla Saville – NRC

Sheila Wilson – NREP

1. Call to Order, Approval of Minutes and Agenda – The meeting was called to order at 9:05.   The August minutes were approved. (Ron Averill motion, Diane Oberquell second).  The September agenda was approved unanimously.
2. Visitor Introductions, CAC, Chair, Staff report, Council Elections – David Hymel presented the CAC report.  The CAC received an update on the rebuilding of the Elbe train bridge across the Nisqually.  They have been looking at a water quality project for the Town of Eatonville around Stormwater.  The Nisqually River Basin Plan is on hold for the moment until the CMZ issues are worked out. There will be a Nisqually-Mashel State Park master plan unveiling on the 30th in Eatonville.  David Troutt presented the Chair’s report.  David mentioned the interview process and the discussion with the Nisqually River Interpretative Center Foundation.  Justin Hall presented the staff report.  The Nisqually Watershed Festival is coming up on September 27th and staff has been working on getting everything ready for the festival.  Interviews for the Nisqually River Council staff position are finished and we have offered the position to Kayla Saville who has accepted and will be starting officially on October 1st. Staff also participated in the Interpretive Center meeting and will be assisting Pack Forest in developing a proposal.  Finally, planning has begun for a Nisqually Sustainable kickoff event to introduce the program to the public and the press.

3. Allied Programs – 
· Nisqually Land Trust – Annual membership meeting is September 28th.  They have hired Joe Kennedy to be their new land steward.  Closed a couple of deals.  Received title from WDFW for the Ohop Milk Barn property.  Secures 220 acres as a block.  Also purchased a ten acre piece in Powell Creek and the road removal is ongoing today.  Will reconnect the largest off channel wetland complex in the Nisqually watershed.  Joe also mentioned that he has been working with others on putting together a ballot initiative for conservation in Thurston County.  This money will be used for match. Eligible will be governments, tribes, and conservation non-profits.  In the end, however, the commissioners chose not to put it on the ballot.  Joe has asked the River Council to participate.  Joe will represent the Council along with the Land Trust.

· Nisqually River Interpretative Center Foundation – Steve reminded the Council that they now have over 100 acres to use for the Interpretative Center but now they need the money for building and operating the Center.  Steve mentioned that Pierce County has committed to helping with the running of the center.  The Parks director has committed to asking the Pierce County Council for funding for the project.  Steve then mentioned the meeting with Pack Forest, prefacing it with the dramatic changes that are ongoing at the University.  Greg Ettl has put forward a proposal to potentially host the Interpretative Center up there.  The Foundation is considering the idea.
· Nisqually River Education Project – Sheila spoke about the excitement of the new school year.  Three teachers left the program (retirement or moves) but they have added five new teachers.  Water quality training has started with all of the teachers.  Fall water quality monitoring day is October 23rd.  They are also working with a couple of Evergreen professors on some new projects.  Mark Swartout mentioned that the Thurston County Shellfish Protection District met and will be increasing funding for shellfish monitoring.  Henderson water quality has been improving and the bacterial counts have been dropping.  This has meant that the area has gone from 100 days of closure a year to about 50 days a year (based on rainfall).  This has been through many cooperative efforts.

· Nisqually Stream Stewards – The latest issue of Yil-Me-Hu is out.  Tomorrow morning is the Salmon Watcher training.  The following Saturday they will be at the Watershed Festival doing salmon prints.  

· Nisqually River Foundation – No report.
4. Puget Sound Partnership Capital Budget Salmon Recovery Request – Jeanette Dorner – Jeanette started by providing some background on where the Nisqually is on salmon recovery funding.  The funding environment is difficult at this time so it is unclear how this request will be received.  The total request from the Nisqually would be $3,850,000.  This is part of a total $70 million dollar request for Puget Sound.  The current priority list of four projects does not lock us in, but are placeholders that we will relook at when the final funding level is determined.  The four projects include the Nisqually McKenna Reach protection project which would include an easement on 249 acres including 1.2 miles of Nisqually Mainstem.  The second project is the Lower Ohop Protection Project which is to acquire at least 1 mile and 100 acres of Ohop creek.  The third project is the Mashel Eatonville Reach Phase II.  This project would add more log jams to the project once the appropriate land has been acquired/contracted for.  The last project is the Nisqually Wilcox Reach Protection Project.  This project would acquire an easement on part of Wilcox Farms.  Ron Averill made a motion to approve seeking funding for these four projects and Diane Oberquell seconded.  Discussion centered around how the roles of the various salmon recovery options are working together.  Questions were also raised on where the additional funds for match will come from and whether any regional projects are coming up that we will be asked to participate in.  The motion passed unanimously.
5. Nisqually ILARIS Project –– Did not present.

6. Final Notes and Comments:
· Jeanette Dorner spoke about the new exhibit in the Smithsonian Natural History museum that includes information about the Nisqually estuary work in the new Sant Ocean Exhibit Hall.  The Nisqually piece will be there for a few years and will then rotate out.  Jeanette will be attending a back tie event for the grand opening.

· Jennifer Cutler talked about the book that the Smithsonian is doing about tribes and GIS.  We have worked together to create a chapter in the book “Victims of a Map” on the history of cartography and tribes.  Justin will send out the draft chapter to the Council.

· Frontline is still coming but we are unsure of what story they are planning to present.  

· The TNT series of report may have been shifted.  Staff will get an update from Dean Koepfler.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:50.
