
Meeting Minutes

Nisqually River Council

October 17, 2008
Mount Rainier National Park – Nisqually House
Attendees: 

Council Members

Ron Averill – Lewis County 
Bryan Bowden – Mt. Rainier NP
Brad Murphy – Dept. of Ecology

Cindy James – Dept. of Ecology
Bob Burkle – WA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife

Steve Pruitt – Citizens Advisory Comm.
Rick Bertoia – Citizens Advisory Comm.
Mark Thibo – Dept. of Natural Resources

Gregory Ettl – UW Pack Forest
Chris Schutz – Pierce County
Randy Brake – Pierce County
Debbie Young – Tacoma Power
Guests
Mary Foster – Citizens Advisory Comm.

Louise Wackerle – Citizens Advisory Comm.
Jeanette Dorner – Nisqually Indian Tribe
Mike Klass – Tacoma Rail
David Uberuaga – Mt. Rainier NP
Don Perry – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Roy Huberd – Pierce County

Sándor Tóth – University of Washington

Steve Ruff – Miles Sand & Gravel

John Garner – Northwest Trek

Ann Friedman – Evergreen State College
Paul Crosetto – Ashford Citizen
Heron Heartsun – Nisqually Indian Tribe

Staff
Justin Hall – Nisqually River Foundation
Joe Kane – Nisqually Land Trust
Kayla Saville – Nisqually River Council
1. Call to Order, Approval of Minutes and Agenda – The meeting was called to order at 9:46. Ron Averill served as chair in David Troutt’s absence. It was moved and seconded to approve the September minutes. The motion passed unanimously. The October agenda was approved unanimously with the addition of a letter of support request from Kathy Whalen at 11:30 and the omission of Natalie Duncan’s talk on the Partnership for Water Conservation.
2. Visitor Introductions, CAC, Chair, Staff report, Council Elections – David Uberuaga, the Superintendant of Mt. Rainier National Park, welcomed everyone to the Park and reflected on the Council’s joint efforts for stewardship and how the Council is looked to as a model for other watersheds. He emphasized the Park’s continuing commitment to partnership and mentioned the grand opening of the new Paradise visitor center last Friday. The old visitor center will be taken down this fall, probably within the next three weeks. The Citizens Advisory Committee had nothing to report. There was no Chair’s report, except that Jeanette Dorner mentioned that David Troutt is pursuing funding to have Earth Economics conduct an analysis of the Nisqually watershed for ecosystem services. Puget Sound Partnership may have some funds available and has asked for more information about the project. David will be meeting with them later this month. Justin Hall presented the Staff report. He spoke at the Upper Nisqually Community Forum and the Eatonville Chamber of Commerce recently regarding the Nisqually Sustainable program. Northwest Natural Resource Group is planning a fall press event and the kickoff for Nisqually Sustainable is looking like it will happen in February or March. Kayla Saville, the new staff for the Council, started on October 1st.
3. Allied Programs – 
· Nisqually Land Trust – Joe Kane reported that the restoration project was completed on the Powell Creek property. The old road was taken out and the wetland has been reconnected with the mainstem. The Hancock deal to acquire about 700 acres near Ashford is progressing and they should know the outcome by Thanksgiving. Joe attended a meeting with other area non-profit organizations to discuss how to address budget needs given the current economic downturn.
· Nisqually River Interpretative Center Foundation – No report.
· Nisqually River Education Project – Justin Hall reported that Sheila has 7 or 8 new teachers in the water quality monitoring program this fall. She is working on finding good testing sites for all of them. Water quality monitoring day is Oct 23rd. Planting has begun at Tanwax Creek and will begin at other locations soon.
· Nisqually Stream Stewards – Don Perry reported that the rain garden at Pack Forest is doing well. Salmon Watcher training was held in late September. At least 15 people are now watching for salmon. Don is working to recruit new Stream Stewards. They will be planting tomorrow at Tanwax Creek in McKenna Forest Reserve. Some additional private landowners are interested in the project. Stream Stewards has lots of activities coming up this winter.
· Nisqually River Foundation – Justin Hall reported that two grants have finished up for projects on Horn Creek and the Mashel River with Yelm High School. He received unofficial word that funding will be coming through for salmon carcass tossing for the next two years, but the  number of available carcasses is way down this year. He and Sheila will be meeting with Jeanette to discuss future projects to pursue grant money for.
4. Salmon Recovery Funding Letter of Support Request – Jeanette Dorner – Jeanette reported that another round is opening for applications to the Nisqually Community Salmon Fund for high priority projects that involve the local community. She is available to discuss with any organization project ideas that would be a good fit for the grant opportunity. Jeanette asked for suggestions of community groups that may be interested in participating. Joe Kane commented that the Land Trust has had experience with NFWF grants and that the paperwork can be very time-consuming and challenging to deal with. 
Jeanette explained that due to the state of economy, it is difficult to ensure full funding for restoration projects. Washington’s Salmon Recovery Lead Entity program allows local entities, like the NRC, to decide funding priorities for their watersheds. Local management has become a full-time endeavor. The scope of restoration efforts has increased as well, to include monitoring and adaptive management. This has become difficult for other salmon recovery lead entities. San Juan County is considering shutting down their lead entity program due to funding shortfalls. SRFB has requested additional funds to enable lead entities throughout the state to fund one full-time position each. The Recreation and Conservation Office has requested funds for salmon recovery capital projects and funds for lead entity support from the governor. Whether the requested funds will be included in the governor’s budget is still uncertain, so it is important to weigh in now. Salmon recovery funds helped with the Ohop project and others, and it is important to continue the funding. Jeanette requested that the Council send a letter to the governor in support of the SRFB’s request, emphasizing the importance of it being fully funded. SRFB’s request is already conservative and takes into account the current economic situation. Ron noted that the current governor will submit the budget to the Legislature regardless of the outcome in the election. It was moved and seconded to approve the letter. Discussion centered on clarifying the biennium reference and a suggestion to add an example of a project completed using these funds in the past. The motion passed unanimously, with the understanding that Jeanette and Bryan Bowden will collaborate to edit the letter and incorporate the suggested changes. Jeanette delivered a message from David Hymel regarding surface water management: National Marine Fisheries looked at the federal flood program managed by FEMA and discovered that the program puts salmon and orca in danger of extinction. FEMA must notify local jurisdictions that their requirements for flood plain development are in violation of the Endangered Species Act. There is a meeting today at Dept. of Ecology regarding this report. This ruling is specific to Puget Sound and areas where Chinook and Steelhead exist. It could have a big impact on local jurisdictions.
5. Upper Nisqually Rural Regional Transit – Bryan Bowden – Bryan described that the concept of a regional rural transit system for the Upper Nisqually gained momentum 3-4 years ago when the City of Tacoma and Tacoma Rail requested federal money to study the feasibility of reestablishing passenger excursion train service on Tacoma Rail’s line between Freighthouse Square and the Upper Nisqually region (i.e. Elbe/Ashford area). Money for the project was put into Mount Rainier National Park’s budget and they made a cooperative agreement with Tacoma to do the study, incorporating a rural transit component. The final report, developed by Nelson\Nygaard, recommended a rural transit system consisting of the following three components: (1) passenger excursion train service from downtown Tacoma to either Elbe or Ashford; (2) Mount Rainier Shuttle service extending outside the Park boundary to Ashford (operated by National Park Service); (3) an intercommunity shuttle connecting Upper Nisqually towns and local recreation destinations and local attractions. After completion of the study, members of the stakeholder advisory committee requested that Bryan hold additional meetings to discuss the community shuttle idea. They have now developed a strategy to put their support behind Lewis Mountain Transit to expand on its existing service. Lewis Mountain Transit currently runs Monday-Friday from Morton to Elbe, Eatonville, Graham and the Wal-Mart on Hwy 7. Extending it to Yelm and Ashford would connect all the municipalities. The stakeholders believe it would not require a lot of extra funding to add those destinations and extend to weekend service during the summer months. Lewis Mountain Transit is a non-profit that operates on rural transit grants through WA DOT. The manager of Lewis Mountain Transit feels he will have a strong application for the next grant round in December with the support of the stakeholders’ group. Bryan drafted a memorandum of understanding (MOU) in support of establishing rural transit in the Upper Nisqually region to have stakeholders sign. He asked if the NRC would sign. Concerns were brought up about budget shortfalls in Lewis County relating to transportation services and the present inadequate service to the rural parts of county. It was requested that the MOU be emailed to everyone so the Council can vote on it at the next meeting.
6. UW Pack Forest Ecosystem Services – Greg Ettl – Greg and his colleague Sándor Tóth discussed Pack Forest’s goal of being self-sustaining. They currently operate mostly on revenue brought in through use of the conference center and sustainable forestry, harvesting about 40 acres a year. The University of Washington is making some major changes, potentially incorporating the College of Forestry into the new College of the Environment. The future of Pack Forest is uncertain, so they are looking for alternative sources of income. They received a grant to demonstrate interest in ecosystem services and the overall viability of the concept. Sándor is using mathematical modeling to develop multiple land-use scenarios and is gathering results from surveys to demonstrate public interest in buying ecosystem services through an online auction format. Services up for bidding may include viewshed services (preserving part or all of the viewshed in Eatonville or along the highway), carbon sequestration and/or old growth forest preservation. Sándor welcomed input and requested that those present fill out a survey.
7. Letter of Support Request for Thurston CD’s Clean Water Fund Application – Justin Hall presented a letter of support requested by Kathy Whalen for Thurston Conservation District’s application to the DOE Clean Water Fund for TMDL best management practices outside of Shellfish Protection Districts. It was moved and seconded to approve the letter. The motion passed unanimously.
8. The Gathering of Waters: The Nisqually River, Source to Sound – Ann Friedman – This is a community art project sponsored by The Evergreen State College with artist Basia Irland. A bag is being passed from one individual or group in the watershed to another. Participants carry the bag for a while, add water from the river to the canteen, and can contribute personal writings or objects to the bag. Ann invited those in attendance to participate. Basia is also working with Evergreen students to meet people involved in the watershed, and to bring people in who are not familiar with the Nisqually. The project will culminate with an exhibition in April.
9. Final Notes and Comments: 
· Bryan Bowden asked for a show of hands of those planning to go on a tour of the Paradise visitor center after the meeting.

· Next meeting will be at Northwest Trek. Attendees will need to arrive on time to ride the tram to the island.

The meeting adjourned at 12:12 PM.

